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Student Government presidential candidates Con-
ner Tillo and Cody West squared off in a debate over 
the future of Student Government Thursday evening, 
discussing issues ranging from how they would deal 
with specifi c issues to transparency and outreach to 
state budget cuts.
Roughly 80 students were in attendance to watch 
the debate that took place in the Campanile Room of 
the Memorial Union at 7 p.m. Presidential candidate 
Anthony Chavez was not invited to debate because 
of his write-in status but was in attendance with his 
running mate, Emeline Hanscel.
The Iowa State Daily moderated the event.
Emily Tosoni, senior in political science and for-
mer Student Government senator, was among the 
students who asked questions. Tosoni attended the 
debate to get more in-depth information about the 
candidates’ positions.
She worries about the lack of say a Student Govern-
ment president has over tuition increases, but still 
expects her representatives to fight for affordable 
tuition for their constituents.
Student Government and its outreach to students 
was another issue that received attention during the 
debate. Tosoni said she had decided not to run for 
re-election because of her dissatisfaction with the 
atmosphere of Student Government.
“I think working on seeming more approachable 
and making things easy to understand is going to 
be the best way to get students more involved in the 
process,” Tosoni said. “I know people who have never 
heard of Student Government before.”
Both candidates acknowledged the lack of outreach 
by Student Government as a very real problem facing 
Iowa State.
A major part of Tillo’s platform is to increase the 
transparency of the Student Government. If elected, 
Tillo said hopes to inform students about budget cuts 
and help educate them on how it might affect them.
Tillo also has proposed to restructure the student 
Senate. His proposal would give groups of student 
organizations representation in Student Government.
As current vice president, West said he has already 
worked to help improve Student Government’s out-
reach to students. If elected president, he hopes to 
host more town halls, like the one he and President 
Cole Staudt hosted earlier this year.
West also said he hopes to inspire a culture of out-
Iowa State defensive back Mike 
Johnson has been suspended in-
defi nitely after being arrested on a 
domestic assault charge Thursday 
morning.
Johnson, 22, is being held on 
$7,000 bond in Story County jail for 
domestic assault and strangulation 
with injury charges — a Class D 
felony — according 
to the Story County 
inmate listing. 
A Class D felony is 
punishable by up to 
fi ve years in prison.
Iowa State coach 
Matt Campbell re-
leased a statement 
o n  J o h n s o n  o n 
Thursday. 
“We are aware of Mike Johnson’s 
arrest and the allegations associ-
ated with his arrest,” Campbell 
said in the release. “Our program 
has zero tolerance for domestic 
violence. Mike has been suspend-
ed from all team activities, includ-
ing practice, under the student-
athlete code of conduct policy as 
we gather more information. His 
long-term status with the team 
will be determined once we gain 
more facts.”
The Iowa State Police Depart-
ment responded to a call about a 
fi ght at about 1:17 a.m. Thursday at 
the 35 block of Frederiksen Court.
Johnson and the reported victim 
got into a fi ght over social media 
posts, which led to them breaking 
each other’s cell phones, according 
to the police report. 
The reported victim said John-
son tried to strangle her to the 
point where she “saw stars,” ac-
cording to the report. 
The report stated the reported 
victim had a swollen upper lip, a 
nickel-sized bruise on her right 
cheek and two red marks behind 
her left ear and the back of her 
head. She also had blood on her 
right hand and “red” and “dark-
ened” marks on her neck. 
Johnson said he “had to push 
the victim away, hold her back, 
and stop her” to prevent her from 
breaking his laptop. Johnson had 
a laceration on his left hand and 
claimed the reported victim bit 
him, according to the report. 
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Lisa Nolan, Dr. Stephen G. 
Juelsgaard Dean of Veterinary 
Medicine, will leave Iowa State 
after this semester.
Nolan will become the dean of 
the University of Georgia College 
of Veterinary Medicine on July 
1, according to the University of 
Georgia news and information 
service.
She joined the Iowa State fac-
ulty in 2003 as a professor and 
chair of veterinary microbiology 
and preventive medicine. 
She served as associate dean 
of academic and student af-
fairs in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine from 2007 to 2009 and 
became the dean in 2011.
This opportunity at the Uni-
versity of Georgia allows Nolan 
to return to her alma-mater, 
where she earned her doctor of 
veterinary medicine degree, as 
well as her master’s and doctor-
ate in medical microbiology.
Along with teaching and serv-
ing as dean of the college, Nolan 
has contributed to many re-
search publications regarding 
bacterial diseases of production 
animals.
By Nic.Wackerly
@iowastatedaily.com
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Tillo’s opening statement: 
mentions experience with Stu-
Gov and ROTC; wants to make 
sure “all students have a voice at 
the table.”
West’s opening statement: he’s 
“always known he wanted to be a 
Cyclone” and said he enjoyed his 
time as vice president this year.
West said he wants to be more 
proactive than reactive. Tillo 
said it’s more effective to reach 
out to different orgs rather than 
forums.
Question on sexual assault 
prevention. Tillo: power-based 
violence prevention. West: year-
long initiatives rather than short 
campaigns.
West said [spring celebration] 
will not be VEISHEA, but re-
stores tradition. Tillo expressed 
concern about alcohol use dur-
ing this non-”VEISHEA” week.
Tillo on alternative testing 
centers: says they’ll be “taking 
really proactive stance and go-
ing after these issues students 
are facing.”
West said we have to focus 
on what services we can cut 
because it’s a national trend, 
but we have to continue quality 
education.
Tillo said we have to see 
what services are used more 
frequently. Added that we have 
to bring multiple voices to the 
table.
West: “The university fund-
ing model is very, very difficult 
to understand.” Said he wants 
to easily explain it to students.
Tillo: “Students should have 
right to know what’s going on” 
with their funding.
StuGov candidates make their case
By Chris.Anderson
@iowastatedaily.com
Alec Giljohann/Iowa State Daily
Student Government presidential candidates Conner Tillo and Cody West square off 
for their first and only debate Thursday. 
Leath outlines funding cuts ISU Vet Med dean takes 
position at alma mater
The Board of Regents spoke 
heavily on the state of student en-
rollment and campus usage during 
the fi rst day of a two-day meeting 
Wednesday at Iowa State.
The regents began by allowing 
each public university to present 
facilities governance reports.
Kate Gregory, senior vice presi-
dent for university services, pre-
sented on the current usage of 
Iowa State classrooms and collab-
orative spaces.
Out of the 215 available class-
rooms on campus, only 65 percent 
of total seat capacity was utilized. 
This number is lower than Iowa 
State’s projected goal of 67 percent 
usage. Iowa State also fell behind 
its goal of seat utilization in the 
available 400 teaching labs, with 
63 percent filled behind the 80 
percent goal.
“This number perplexed us be-
cause [since] we’ve exploded in 
population since 2008, where are 
our students?” Gregory said. ”So 
we looked to the data and found 
that many are online.”
Since 2008, Iowa State online 
course offerings have increased 
184 percent, with enrollment in 
the courses increasing by 111 per-
cent. Gregory also pointed to more 
classes shifting to after-hour time 
slots — those that are not available 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. — as a 
reasoning for the lowered reports.
Gregory’s team hopes to “opti-
mize the space we have to make 
the most useful classrooms for 
our students and teachers.” This 
vision is being implemented into 
several new and current classroom 
renovations on campus.
Renovations include larger class-
rooms found in the 11,000-square-
foot Pearson Hall project, mobile 
furniture for collaborative learning 
with the newly-renovated Marston 
Hall and two large-scale class-
rooms to be featured in the upcom-
ing Bessey Hall update.
Gregory also expressed interest 
in using book storage spaces in 
Parks Library for 108 capacity team 
learning spaces.
By Jake.Dalbey
@iowastatedaily.com
By Luke.Manderfeld
@iowastatedaily.com
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Rain then snow in the af-
ternoon through evening, 
windy
35
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Weather provided by ISU American Meteorological Society
CORRECTIONS
The Iowa State Daily wel-
comes comments and sug-
gestions or complaints about 
errors that warrant correction. 
To submit a correction, please 
contact our editor at 515-294-
5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.
Feb. 22
Donavan Cirksena,  37, of 
124 Hyland Ave Unit 305, 
Ames, Iowa, was arrested and 
charged with public intoxi-
cation - 3rd or subsequent 
offense at Lincoln Way and 
Hayward Ave at 1:36 a.m.  
 
Rudy Mendoza, 18, of 1901 
1St St Lot 86, Boone, Iowa, 
was arrested and charged with 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, drug poss/delivery mari-
juana, providing false iden-
tification information, theft, 
possession of a controlled 
substance and unlawful pos-
session of prescription drug 
at Lincoln Way and University 
Boulevard at 2:42 a.m.  
Jeremy Mendoza, 19, of 1901 
1St St Lot 86, Boone, Iowa, was 
arrested and charged with 
non-payment of Iowa fine and 
operating while intoxicated 
at Lincoln Way and University 
Boulevard at 2:42 a.m.  
 
An officer initiated a possible 
criminal investigation at Eaton 
Hall at 11:52 a.m.  
 
The information in the log comes from 
the ISU and City of Ames police depart-
ments’ records. 
All those accused of violating the law 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.
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5 TAKEAWAYS FROM 
STUGOV DEBATE
Check out the Facebook 
Live videos on the Iowa 
State Daily page to watch 
the Student Government 
presidential debate on 
Thursday evening.
Staying in Iowa over 
Spring Break but don’t 
know what to do to keep 
you busy? Go online to 
find a few ideas of things 
you could do around Iowa.
Iowa State tennis will 
travel to Waterloo, Iowa, to 
take on Northern Iowa. The 
Cyclones want to continue 
their five game win streak 
against the Panthers.
Check out the Iowa State 
Daily video previewing the 
Iowa State men’s basket-
ball game against Baylor 
online at the Daily’s Face-
book or on Twitter.
Because we can’t fit all 
our best photos in print, 
check out our photo page 
Friday gallery online at 
iowastatedaily.com or 
@isdphoto.
Check out these 5 take-
aways from the presiden-
tial debate on Thursday 
evening, as Cody West and 
Conner Tillo squared off 
for the first and only time. 
POLICE BLOTTER
Maplewood Apartments
1108 S 4th Street
2-3 Bedroom Units Include:
water, cable, internet, 
free parking, on CyRide route
www.rentshriver@gmail.com
515-460-6660
The following are photos 
taken in the past week 
but were not featured in 
print. Taken by Iowa State 
Daily photographers, these 
photos share no common 
theme but were too good 
not to share.
Ian Steenhoek/Iowa State Daily
Two students share a hammock Wednesday on Central Campus while watching other students hammock. 
Warm weather during the middle of the week allowed for outdoor studying and activities. 
Alec Giljohann/Iowa State Daily
Matthew Fully, senior in sociology, asks Cody Smith, Student Government vice presidential candidate, 
a policy question during a debate Tuesday in the Sun Room of the Memorial Union.
Kylie Kost/Iowa State Daily
The Boyz do their Delta Gamma pose for judges while performing their routine during a philanthropy 
event Saturday at Beyer Hall. The “Anchor Splash” was the chapter’s first philanthropy.   
Katlyn Campbell/Iowa State Daily
Erica Walling as Cecily Cardew and Michael Clinkscales as Algernon Moncrieff engage in conversation 
during rehearsals for “The Importance of Being Earnest” on Monday at Fisher Theater.
CALENDAR
Date
Indoor Track and Field: All 
day at Lied Center. Big 12 
Conference Champion-
ships.
Open forum for AESHM 
department chair final-
ist Sheila Scott: 9  a.m. 
to 10 a.m. at 001 MacKay. 
The College of Human Sci-
ences has named Eulanda 
Sanders, Sheila Scott, and 
Jana Hawley as finalists 
to be the next chair of the 
Department of Apparel, 
Events, and Hospitality 
Management. This is one 
of six events featuring the 
three finalists.
Open house: Student Well-
ness office: 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at A37 Friley Hall. 
The grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting event for 
the new student wellness 
department, in the division 
of student affairs. A short 
program will begin at 10:30 
a.m. Refreshments will be 
served.
Workshop: Digital acces-
sibility: 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 206 Durham Center. 
Do you create content for 
websites? Do you com-
pose emails? Do you create 
Word documents? Do you 
create videos? If you create 
or edit any content that 
may end up in digital form 
and shared through a digi-
tal network (aka the web), 
this session is for you. We 
will work on making the 
most frequently created 
types of documents acces-
sible to all users.
Getting Started with Men-
deley: 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
Parks Library. An introduc-
tion to Mendeley. Seating 
is limited. Preregistration is 
required. Register through 
Learn at ISU: Library Work-
shops catalog. Key word: 
LIB. If you need disability 
accommodations, please 
contact Jody Kalvik in ad-
vance.
Walk-In Paint Your Own 
Pottery: Mardi Gras Party:
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The 
Workspace. Those dressed 
in green, gold, and/or pur-
ple and get a free studio 
fee, but we are sharing our 
beads with everyone!
Cost: Studio fee ($4 ISU, $5 
public), plus cost of bisque
Cost: $5.00 adults; $3.00 
students.
All events and descriptions 
courtesy of the Iowa State 
events page at events.ia-
state.edu.
SPORTS
TRAVIS PAULSON 
TAKES REIGN
Travis Pauslon will serve 
as the Iowa State wres-
tling’s head coach for the 
remainder of the season 
the school announced 
Thursday.
Paulson is in his sixth 
season as a coach for the 
Cyclones.
Check out the full story 
online at iowastatedaily.
com.
The week before finals, com-
monly known as Dead Week, 
has seen changes over the past 
decade.
The Faculty Senate recently 
passed a new Dead Week policy 
that will change it once again. 
The president of Faculty Senate, 
Jonathan Sturm, along with a 
few of his colleagues in Faculty 
Senate gave input on how Dead 
Week has changed over time.
Steven Freeman, professor of 
agricultural engineering, was an 
advocate for the policy change. 
Freeman explained that Student 
Government managed to show 
abuse by some faculty members 
he referred to as “violators.”
Freeman also expressed that 
it doesn’t seem fair that stu-
dents should take an exam and 
then not have enough time 
to receive feedback that they 
would be able to implement 
into their studies for finals.
Yet, Veronica Dark, professor 
of psychology, said the informa-
tion that Student Government 
found was never presented 
to Faculty Senate. Dark voted 
no on the policy because she 
wasn’t convinced it would be 
helpful. She believes it could 
cause problems for some pro-
fessors.
“I don’t know what this no-
tion of fairness is,” Dark said. 
“So is it fair for one student to 
have an exam on Monday and 
another Friday? I don’t under-
stand appealing to fairness.”
The policy was resolved be-
tween the Faculty Senate Ex-
ecutive Board and the Student 
Government Executive Board, 
Freeman said.
“It was a compromise, so the 
students did not get everything 
that they wanted,” Freeman 
said. “And I don’t think that 
everything that they wanted 
would have made it past Faculty 
Senate.”
Sturm shared a similar senti-
ment, mentioning that this is 
a victory for students, but that 
shouldn’t mean that will be the 
case every time.
“This policy is good evidence 
that the faculty are willing to 
listen to the students and their 
concerns and act on behalf of 
the students and in their favor,” 
Sturm said. “It will not happen 
every time, it can’t.”
The implementation of the 
policy will work similarly to 
other faculty policies. Faculty 
members will self-police and 
if students see violation of the 
policy, they should politely edu-
cate faculty on the policy, Dark 
said.
Sturm and Freeman don’t be-
lieve it will have too much class 
structure, but Dark disagrees. 
Dark said she and probably oth-
er professors will have to find 
out what to do with this extra 
day at the end of the semester.
Even though Dark isn’t a fan 
of the change, she said she is 
satisfied. Dark believes that fu-
ture students will see this policy 
as beneficial and the new norm.
The new Dead Week policy 
can be viewed online.
Abigail Schafer/Iowa State Daily
Camryn Linster, senior in mechanical engineering, measures a penholder created by 
students. Linster is an undergraduate teaching assistant for ME324L.
When stuck between a medical 
emergency and legal consequenc-
es, which road will you take? Stu-
dent Government President Cole 
Staudt doesn’t believe that you 
should have to choose.
Staudt, along with several other 
student supporters from Iowa State 
and the University of Iowa, attend-
ed an open forum-style meeting at 
the Capitol on Thursday in support 
of a medical amnesty bill.
Medical amnesty would provide 
underage drinkers with immunity 
from legal prosecution in the case 
of a medical emergency. Thirty-six 
states have already implemented 
this law, leaving Iowa as one of 14 
that have not.
Many students, when faced with 
a medical emergency inflicted by or 
related to the underage consump-
tion of alcohol, fear the legal conse-
quences. This worry leads them to 
avoid seeking help for themselves 
or others.
This subcommittee meeting al-
lowed Staudt to share his personal 
story about the dangers that under-
age students face when trapped 
between legal  prosecution for 
underage drinking and medical 
emergencies.
When a friend was on the verge 
of alcohol poisoning, Staudt chose 
to put the friend to bed, rather 
than seeking medical care, due to 
potential prosecution. His friend’s 
near-death experience that fol-
lowed presented him with a strong 
desire to find a solution to this 
problem.
“I think that really resonated 
with them,” Staudt said. “It showed 
them that there are real students 
that could be impacted by this.”
In the spirit of the open forum, 
other proposers,  students and 
lobbyists were allowed to provide 
input and comments regarding the 
proposition.
Several unexpected allies ex-
pressed their support, including 
representatives from the Iowa As-
sociation for Justice, Staudt said.
Staudt said no one opposed the 
bill as a whole, but there were some 
concerns expressed about the 
inclusion of drug-related medical 
amnesty.
Staudt said he and the other pro-
posers made it clear to the subcom-
mittee, upon opposition, that the 
main goal of the bill pertained to 
alcohol-related incidents, as that is 
the major issue that is being faced.
“I’m pretty confident that the 
alcohol piece [of the bill] is going 
to go on,” Staudt said.
After the meeting, the three sen-
ators of the subcommittee plan to 
meet privately to discuss whether 
the bill will be brought to the ju-
diciary committee meeting next 
week.
“If it’s going to move forward, 
it’s going to happen by March 1,” 
Staudt said.
This is the deadline for bills to be 
reviewed. Within the next week, the 
subcommittee will make a decision 
about whether to move the bill to 
the next level or oppose it.
“I’m feeling really good about it,” 
Staudt said.
He expressed his confidence 
that the bill has enough support 
to go on.
“We’re really trying to save lives,” 
Staudt said.
Blue states such as Illinois, and 
red states such as Texas both have 
medical amnesty laws already in 
place.  
Proponents of both the right and 
the left see medical amnesty as a 
way to break down barriers and 
offer students a safe way to call 
for help. 
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President Donald Trump re-
scinded protections allowing 
transgender students to use 
b a t h r o o m s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
with their gender identity on 
Wednesday night, overruling his 
own education secretary Betsy 
DeVos.
Last May, under the order 
of former President Barack 
Obama’s administration, the 
U.S. Justice Department and 
Education Department issued 
a joint-letter providing guid-
ance which allowed transgender 
students to use facilities cor-
responding with their identity.
Wednesday evening, Presi-
dent Trump reversed the inter-
pretation of Title IX, which pre-
viously protected transgender 
students, saying the directive 
failed to “contain extensive legal 
analysis” in a Dear Colleague 
letter delivered by the Justice 
Department and Education De-
partment.
The letter cited “significant 
litigation regarding school re-
strooms and locker rooms” fol-
lowing the previous policy’s 
counsel. The letter also stated 
that there must be “due regard 
for the primary role of the States 
and local school districts in es-
tablishing educational policy.”
Within the letter, President 
Trump and his administration 
offered no new guidance to fol-
low, leaving many transgender 
students amidst gray area that 
now relies on state and local 
legislation.
In Iowa, gender identity is rec-
ognized as a protected class. This 
means that transgender people 
are free to use the facilities with 
which their identity aligns. If any 
discriminatory practice occurs, 
the people are protected under 
this policy.
Iowa State follows the policy 
of the state.
“When federal policy or stat-
ute or guidance or interpreta-
tion, in this case, is changed 
so that states and localities can 
come up with how they’re going 
to interpret it can be difficult de-
pending on the state you’re in,” 
said Nicci Port, project director 
for the office of diversity and in-
clusion in LGBTQA+ Affairs. “For 
us, we’re set up in a way that 
still protects gender identity ac-
cording to state law. From there, 
Iowa State follows.”
For other states, policy var-
ies. One of Iowa’s neighboring 
states, Missouri, does not rec-
ognize gender identity as a pro-
tected class, potentially posing 
a threat to not only transgender 
students but also transgender 
people as a whole.
“Because it was an interpreta-
tion of what Title IX provides, 
that interpretation can be made 
different depending on who is 
looking at it and interpreting it,” 
Port said.
The potential interpretation 
directly affects transgender stu-
dents.
Mel Pope, a senior in linguis-
tics and transgender student, 
said that the reversal of the pre-
vious policy was “several steps 
backwards.”
Pope said that a lot of the 
progress which had been made 
on transgender issues is being 
quickly back-pedaled by Presi-
dent Trump’s administration.
“I  think [ i t ]  k ind of  goes 
against the whole spirit of our 
democracy,” Pope said. “We 
elected Obama into his presi-
dency because we trusted him 
to make these decisions. So it’s 
kind of a smack in the face when 
the next person gets into office 
and is like, ‘Nope, we’re just go-
ing to erase all of that.’”
Port encouraged people to 
remain active in order to have 
their voices heard.
“My hope is that people will 
speak out in the affirmative [...] 
before anybody decides, ‘oh, 
let’s take gender identity out of 
state code,’” Port said. “I hope 
the people of Iowa will speak up 
now, given at the federal level 
what has happened.”
Port encouraged people to do 
that by utilizing technology and 
talking to their local and state 
representatives.
“On campus, there are places 
for us to build community or 
utilize the communities that 
already exist,” Port said. “It 
doesn’t have to be somebody 
doing it on their own.”
Among them, Port talked of 
the LGBTSS center – and their 
guide, Trans@ISU, – as well as 
other groups within the com-
munity. Port says there is a mul-
titude of student organizations 
which are either LGBTQA+ or 
allies thereof.
Some maintain frustration on 
how this has happened.
While President Trump was 
running, he made himself out 
to be an ally of the LGBT+ com-
munity, according to Pope.
In a tweet which goes back to 
June 14, 2016, now-President 
Trump declared, “Thank you to 
the LGBT community! I will fight 
for you.”
Now, his revocation of the 
previous administration’s inter-
pretation of title IX and therefore 
guidance, seems to contradict 
his previous promises – “like all 
his other lies,” Pope said.
For transgender youth and 
young adults, Pope says that 
the letter – and direction, or lack 
thereof – is a concern.
“[For] people who are just 
finally starting to come into 
their identity and get comfort-
able with being themselves, this 
kind of thing is terrifying,” Pope 
said. “It’s basically saying ‘you 
are invalid as a human and what 
you are doing is legally going to 
get you beat up and kicked out 
of the bathroom.’”
Pope expressed concern that 
the policy was pointless as peo-
ple, after they transition to the 
gender with which they identify, 
don’t look like their biologically 
assigned sex.
“Honestly, I think it would cre-
ate more discomfort to enforce 
such a law than it would to just 
let people pee in peace. That’s all 
we want to do,” Pope said.
For those individuals who 
don’t have the right to, as Pope 
says, pee in peace, Port encour-
aged that they are not alone.
“There’s a community that 
cares about this. And the com-
munity is bigger than you know. 
It’s not just individuals [...] It’s 
people who are affirming of [the 
LGBT community.] It’s not just 
you. You’re not the only person 
who cares about this, and there’s 
a whole host of people, like me, 
who are just as concerned about 
this.”
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President Donald Trump reversed the interpretation of Title IX on Wednesday. 
The law previoulsy protected transgender students. 
Transgender rights rolled back
By Jacey.Goetzman
@iowastatedaily.com
By Alli.Weaver
@iowastatedaily.com
Staudt on  
medical amnesty:
‘We’re trying  
to save lives’ 
Alexandra Kelly/Iowa State Daily
Student Government President Cole Staudt  
gives a speech to the public on Nov. 29, 2016. 
Faculty Senate, StuGov 
agree on Dead Week policy
By Robert.Roberson
@iowastatedaily.com
About 5,000 women are en-
rolled in science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) 
majors at Iowa State, according 
to statistics provided by Iowa 
State’s Program for Women 
in Science and Engineering 
(WiSE).
Lora Leigh Chrystal, director 
of WiSE, said that it will only 
take four semesters for many 
of these women to change their 
majors, usually before they 
have had an internship or co-
op. 
T h e y  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e s e 
changes before they really 
know what engineering is like.
“[There] are subtle ways we 
tell women that math and sci-
ence aren’t for them. By the 
time they hit high school, de-
spite doing just as well as boys 
on most of the math and sci-
ence exams ... in some cases 
even outperforming males, 
they aren’t choosing these 
majors at the undergraduate 
level,” Chrystal said.
WiSE has been working to 
increase the representation 
of women in STEM fields for 
more than 30 years. The orga-
nization seeks to help navigate 
the academic pathway and 
eliminate social barriers. At 
the K-12 level, WiSE provides 
educational opportunities.
At the undergraduate level, 
it provides retention efforts. 
In addition to the recruitment, 
retention and graduation of 
women in STEM majors, they 
collaborate with about 50 dif-
ferent majors at Iowa State 
from four different colleges.
Chrystal has been working 
for the university for 17 years. 
She said WiSE has noticed that 
problems aren’t witnessed in 
single interactions. The is-
sues occur in a multitude of 
interactions that tend to shake 
confidence over time.
“30 years ago, when the pro-
gram was founded, many of 
the issues were very overt,” 
Chrystal said. “Now, a lot of 
students have [a lot of] small 
ways in which women aren’t 
WiSE encourages women 
in STEM to persevere
By Emma.Hovick
@iowastatedaily.com
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Alex Connor/Iowa State Daily
The Faculty Senate meets in 2015. A 
Dead Week policy was recently passed.  
Paul Cooley uses art as a 
coping mechanism for deal-
ing with his emotions. But 
long before that, he coped 
by punching a kid in his el-
ementary school and drink-
ing at the age of 12.
Born and raised in New 
York City, Cooley started 
making paintings as a form 
of self-expression. In his 
younger years though, alco-
holism and a wide variety of 
different drugs were all he 
centered his life around.
Cooley, who spoke Thurs-
day at the Memorial Union 
about his life and artwork, 
said he started tagging the 
buildings of Queens, New 
York, with his name in mid-
dle school. At this time, he 
also happened to take up 
drinking and smoking mari-
juana, his first drug of choice.
“That was one of my first 
coping mechanisms to feel 
comfortable in his own skin,” 
Cooley said. “Because for 
whatever reason, I didn’t feel 
comfortable.”
Graffiti was the first time 
Cooley had “made a name 
for himself.” He recalled go-
ing to a party while he was 
in high school where he was 
recognized while painting 
his name on a wall.
“I  knew then that my 
name preceded me,” Cooley 
said. “It was probably an ego 
thing, but it felt good.”
However, Cooley’s new-
found outlets, both art and 
drug use, did not fair well for 
him. Vandalism is a felony in 
New York, and Cooley got ar-
rested for using marijuana in 
public a fair number of times 
in high school.
In an attempt to save 
Cooley from being sent to 
a juvenile detention center, 
his parents enrolled him in 
a military boarding school 
in upstate New York, hoping 
to show the court that he was 
trying to straighten out his 
young life. While at boarding 
school, Cooley was sent to 
three years probation.
“I loved it; I found the bad 
kids right away,” he joked. 
“It was like going to college 
early.”
Although boarding school 
helped Cooley with his 
criminal record, it did not 
do much for his destructive 
habits. He got involved with 
what he compared to a drug 
ring within the school and 
took up a new substance — 
cocaine.
Cooley was expelled from 
the military school and sen-
tenced to live in a group 
home by his probation of-
ficer.
“I was 17, and that was my 
first time not touching drugs 
or alcohol since the age of 
12,” Cooley said.
Cooley said his first turn-
ing point was July 5, 2010, 
when he got into a motor-
cycle accident while under 
the influence of prescription 
pain killers. The accident 
could have easily killed him, 
but Cooley managed to walk 
away with nothing more 
than road burn on his arms.
“I told myself, it wasn’t 
[me] that was the problem, it 
was the pain killers that were 
the problem,” he said.
Since that day, Cooley has 
not touched drugs or alco-
hol, quitting cold turkey. He 
eventually stayed with an 
old friend who lived in Flor-
ida who was studying social 
work at the time.
S h e  m a d e  h i m  g o  t o 
Narcotics Anonymous, a 
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Aries - 8
(March 21-April 19) 
You’re entering a more 
domestic phase. The 
next two days are excellent for 
interior decoration or household 
tasks. Provide new coziness or 
warmth. Find a spot for peaceful 
daydreaming and curl up there. 
Taurus - 9
(April 20-May 20) 
Practicing something 
you love to do goes 
well now. You’ll be able to learn 
more quickly for the next few days. 
Study, research and write down 
your discoveries. Friends want to 
contribute. Listen to their ideas.
Gemini - 9
(May 21-June 20) 
The next two days can 
be quite profitable. 
Focus on making money, and in 
it comes. A rise in status can be 
possible if you play your cards 
right. Share extra work with 
teammates. 
Cancer - 9
(June 21-July 22)  
Begin a two-day self-
confident phase. You’re 
back in control, pretty much. Ask 
for what you want, and be willing 
to go for it. There may be travel 
involved... expect green lights and 
open roads.
Leo - 7
(July 23-Aug. 22) 
Slow down and 
consider options. 
Complete projects and make 
space for new ones. Tie up loose 
ends. Recharge batteries and 
restore reserves. Keep an eye on 
the competition. 
Virgo - 8
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Team projects go 
especially well over 
the next two days. Your friends 
bail you out when you get stuck. 
Committees work effectively and 
meetings provide solutions. Work 
together on a creative idea. 
Libra - 8
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Career travel looks 
fun today and 
tomorrow. A business trip or 
professional conference leads to 
new opportunities. Take care of 
responsibilities, and go for reality 
over fantasy. 
Scorpio - 8
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Dream big. Travel and 
fun are on your radar. 
Plan your route carefully. Each 
advance presents new challenges. 
New opportunities will open soon, 
but there are still barriers. Should 
you go or should you stay?
Sagittarius - 8
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Save your treasure 
in a safe place. 
Keep meticulous track of family 
finances, and discover an easy-to-
plug leak. Consider an investment 
in your own education. Budget for 
upcoming expenses. 
Capricorn - 9
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Work with partners 
today and tomorrow, 
for best results. Collaboration 
provides more perspective to your 
project. Let someone else drive for 
a little while. Support them with 
what they need. 
Aquarius - 8
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
It’s getting busy! You’re 
entering a two-day 
intense work phase. Pay attention 
to details. They can be easy to 
overlook in the rush. Put your 
creativity to play, and generate 
profitable results.  
Pisces  -7
(Feb. 19-March 20) 
Have fun today and 
tomorrow. Play games, 
practice hobbies and sports, 
and learn something new from 
someone younger. Children come 
up with exceptionally creative and 
unusual ideas. 
Crossword
Horoscopes by  Linda Black
Today’s Birthday 
(02/24/17) 
Let your inner star shine this year! Your career’s blazing down profitable 
and influential new trails. Discipline pays off big. Step into new 
responsibilities and leadership. Impossible dreams come true with 
persistent action, especially after 3/20. Resolve an issue with shared 
finances after 4/4. New partnership ignites after 10/13. Give in to love.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the 
most challenging.
Sudoku by  the Mepham Group
Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 3-by-
3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 
9. For strategies 
on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.
org.uk
LEVEL:
1 2 3 4
1 Fall follower?
5 Ophidian menace
8 Brightness stats
11 Arts supporters
14 Frat letter
15 Akhenaten’s son
16 On the level
17 Battle of Khafji 
conflict
19 “Battle it out” 
quintet
20 Plasma particle
21 Loafer’s lack
22 Some audiobooks
23 Pro shop supplies
26 Opposite of bids
27 Kool-Aid alterna-
tive
28 “__ Eterno”: 2004 
sports documentary
29 Boorish
30 Detergent with Oxi 
Booster
31 Bone: Pref.
32 “Seasons in the 
Sun” songwriter
33 Dot on an MTA 
map
34 “Love in the Time 
of __”: García Márquez 
work
36 ICU staffer
39 “Can’t argue with 
that!”
41 Former car-financ-
ing org.
42 It may come after 
you
43 Court attire
45 Rooting sound
46 Hardly bright
47 “Agreed!”
48 Title girl in a 1965 
#1 hit
50 Sushi topper
51 Mall draw
52 Sci-fi suffix
53 Signs of dissatisfac-
tion
55 Appears ... and 
the contents of this 
puzzle’s circles?
57 “Missed your 
chance!”
59 Brief facilities?
60 Zing
61 Early Alaskans
62 Memphis-to-
Nashville dir.
63 Year abroad
64 Payroll deduction, 
perhaps
1 The Police, most of 
the time
2 Bit of deception
3 A, in Argentina
4 ISP option
5 Shoptalk
6 Treats as persona 
non grata
7 D.C. figure
8 Realization often 
preceded by “Whew!”
9 Charlatans
10 Hardly gloss over
11 Still-life subject
12 Swallowed one’s 
pride
13 Rodgers and 
Hart title lyric that 
precedes “I get no 
dizzy spells”
18 Roadside warning
20 James Brown 
memoir
24 Inclusive pronoun
25 Quartet member
29 One way to lighten 
the mood
32 Word before or 
after name
35 Key of Dvorák’s 
“New World Sym-
phony”: Abbr.
37 Before
38 They can’t be 
beaten
40 Get Wired again
43 Fight in the sticks
44 Fred Astaire, by 
birth
48 President François 
Hollande’s birthplace
49 Whale relative
54 Bulldog fans
56 Facial spot
57 Brother of Jack and 
Bobby
58 College Football 
Playoff champion 
crowned Jan. 12, 2015
Down
Across
welcome into different en-
vironments. [They] end up 
adding over time.”
Chrystal  said women 
who participate in their 
learning community, as 
well as WiSE, show extreme 
success at the undergradu-
ate level. 
For WiSE, it is just a mat-
ter of getting students to 
choose the major and take 
advantage of these pro-
grams.
Nichelle’Le Carrington, 
graduate assistant in the 
department of electrical 
and computer engineering, 
said women in the field of 
engineering face a lot of 
challenges, but she encour-
ages them to persevere.
“I will always encourage 
[others] to keep going,” 
Carrington said. “No mat-
ter how much I face, I know 
I can’t give up because 
there are other people in 
engineering looking for me 
to make it. It’s like a sister-
hood.”
WiSE also focuses on 
whether women graduate 
with a STEM degree for the 
right reasons. 
The program wants to 
make sure that when stu-
dents leave, they are leav-
ing because it’s what they 
want to do, not because 
they feel like they can’t do 
it or the environment is 
unfriendly.
“We’ve been blaming 
women for a long time, 
but it’s the environment 
in which they are learn-
ing, living and working,” 
Chrystal said. “We need 
to fix it.”
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By Mary.Pautsch
@iowastatedaily.com
Artist uses passion to defeat addiction
Iowa State hopes that up-
grading smaller classrooms 
with modular furniture, big-
ger spaces or increased qual-
ity will lead to less wasted 
space on campus.
The Reiman Gardens 
improvement was recom-
mended for approval by 
Gregory with a $3.4 million 
projected budget. Looking to 
begin construction this sum-
mer, the southwest corner 
would receive new updates, 
such as water pools and new 
rock walls.
Reiman Gardens will look 
to host more commemora-
tions as well as match the 
aesthetic of the other updat-
ed sections. The additions 
are expected to be complet-
ed in summer of 2018.
Iowa State ROTC present-
ed briefly on both the Navy 
and Air Force branches, cit-
ing their students’ achieve-
ments. Iowa State is unique 
to the upper-midwest be-
cause it features all four mili-
tary branches within ROTC. 
The Navy and Air Force both 
feature an average grade 
point average higher than 
3.2.
Rachel Boon, director 
of academic and student 
services for the Board of 
Regents, discussed online 
learning. She spoke about 
the difficulties with growing 
distance education across 
all three public universities.
“There’s costs with train-
ing faculty and making 
sure that everything is up 
to date,” Boon said. ”[...] as 
well as difficulties with ac-
cessibility through disabil-
ity because as enrollment 
grows so does the array of 
student we have in courses.”
A total of 201 new courses 
were added online across 
all three regent universi-
ties. Iowa State added 27 of 
those classes in the 2015-16 
academic year. In total, there 
are 1,968 online courses 
available for Iowa public 
college students.
Digital accessibility has 
remained a key topic for 
Iowa State. Zayira Jordan, 
web accessibility coordina-
tor, explained her awareness 
and educational campaign. 
This effort can be seen in 
the 2016 digital accessibil-
ity informational session. 
There were more than 200 
staff and faculty present at 
the session.
Iowa State launched an 
online Master of Business 
Analytics program in 2015, 
with a total enrollment of 
about 45 students. Along 
with this program, the first 
swine science undergradu-
ate degree began at Iowa 
State. The College of Busi-
ness introduced ten new 
online courses in the 2015-
16 academic year.
Graduation rates were ex-
amined for the past 10 years. 
Iowa State hit a new high of 
88.1 percent retention rate 
after one year of schooling 
in 2015. Because Iowa State 
retained 87.6 percent of its 
students in 2014, students 
tend to stay with Iowa State 
longer compared to both 
the University of Iowa (87.1 
percent) and the University 
of Northern Iowa (85.9 per-
cent).
Six-year graduation rates 
were reported at 87.3 per-
cent in 2015. These rates 
have steadily increased 
across all three institutions 
over the past 24 years. On 
average, 85.2 percent of all 
public university students 
in Iowa begin a second year 
immediately after finishing 
their first.
An internal audit was 
performed by the Board of 
Regents. This was due to a 
request by Iowa State Uni-
versity to investigate Presi-
dent Steven Leath’s use and 
possession of weapons.
The audit deals not only 
with Leath storing weaponry 
at the Knoll but also trans-
porting weapons through 
university planes on hunt-
ing trips.
Iowa State policy prohib-
its the possession of weap-
ons on campus as well as 
unauthorized transportation 
of firearms and explosives.
Storage of the weapons 
at the Knoll was reviewed 
by the Department of Pub-
lic Safety. After safety con-
cerns were ceased, a verbal 
agreement was reached to 
allow weapons within the 
Knoll; however, a written 
agreement could not be 
reached and transporta-
tion was not discussed.
Gregory created a writ-
ten waiver that was sent 
to the Office of Internal 
Audit to continue storing 
weaponry at the Knoll.
The Board of Regents 
will resume its two-day 
meeting at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, with Leath scheduled 
to report on Iowa State’s 
progress.
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The Inter-Residence Hall 
Association met Thursday 
evening, passing one bill 
and discussing two others.
The meeting  opened 
with a presentation about 
the proposed student fee 
increase to help fund the 
upcoming renovations for 
the Memorial Union. The 
increase calls for a $30 in-
crease per student for the 
fall 2018 semester and a 
$42 increase per student 
for the fall 2019 semester.
Voting on these increas-
es will be on the same bal-
lot as the Student Govern-
ment election, which will 
take place March 7 and 8.
The first bill  that was 
discussed was from last 
week. The bill dealt with 
the funding of the Mas-
querade Ball, which is put 
on by the Oak-Elm Resi-
dence Hall. The bill asked 
for $3,163.
T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  w a s 
passed unanimously. The 
ball will take place March 4 
and is open to all residence 
hall students.
A new bil l  was intro-
duced to purchase new 
technological equipment 
for the IRHA, including 
microphones and power 
cords. The bill allocates a 
proposed spending limit 
of $1,700.
Voting was postponed 
until next week.
Another new bil l  was 
discussed, pertaining to 
Helser Hall. The bill asked 
for a cap of $1,300 to help 
fund ordering T-shirts for 
its hall.
Voting was postponed 
until next week.
During an open forum, 
members discussed an up-
coming event at Friley Hall 
that will take place at 3 
p.m. Sunday. The event en-
courages students to bring 
any recycles they may have 
and learn how to recycle 
responsibly.
IRHA will meet at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday in the Cam-
panile Room of the Memo-
rial Union.
By Rachel.Ori
@iowastatedaily.com
IRHA funds Masquerade Ball at meeting
reach among senators, but 
that outreach is a two-way 
street, and students need 
to take initiative by getting 
involved with Student Gov-
ernment.
Tillo responded by sharing 
a lesson he learned during 
his time as a part of the Air 
Force ROTC, a lesson that 
you must be held account-
able for your actions.
Tillo said he hoped to hold 
senators accountable for out-
reach with their constituents. 
He also expressed support 
for looking at implementing 
rules requiring outreach to 
students.
Tillo and West also dis-
cussed ways an alternative 
to Veishea could eventually 
be implemented in a certain 
capacity.
West has made restor-
ing tradition at Iowa State a 
focal point of his platform 
and hopes to create an event 
that can replace the Veishea 
event.
Both candidates voiced 
thA proposal from Tillo’s 
platform that has drawn 
praise and concern from 
constituents is implement-
ing an electronic version of 
student IDs.
West voiced his concerns 
with the proposal, including 
a lack of infrastructure to be 
able to use a phone as a re-
placement ID as well as what 
is stopping students from 
simply sending a screenshot 
of their ID to a friend.
Tillo responded by em-
phasizing that the electronic 
version would not be a re-
placement but an alterna-
tive. He also hoped to work 
to implement an “ApplePay-
type system” that would use 
electronic sensors to read 
electronic IDs.
In both of their opening 
and closing remarks, Tillo 
and West expressed the dif-
ferent messages of their cam-
paigns.
West shared a story of his 
desire to be a Cyclone since 
he was a child., he does not 
consider himself a very po-
litical person but said he 
found his “niche” in Student 
Government. He said he is 
passionate about Student 
Government and helping 
students through the orga-
nization.
Tillo shared his thoughts 
that come from a central 
message of bringing together 
individual voices at Iowa 
State and his military back-
ground. He shared the fact 
that 5 percent of Iowa State 
is connected to the military 
and that he represents that 
and is set apart by what he 
calls his servant leadership 
mentality.
Another voice that did not 
get the chance to partici-
pate in the debate was that 
of write-in candidate Chavez.
Chavez and Hanscel built 
their campaign around their 
experiences as a minorities at 
Iowa State. 
Although they are both 
descendants of immigrants, 
they branded themselves 
rather as political minorities 
– conservatives.
The two have both been 
active in ISU College Repub-
licans and were dissatisfied 
when they saw their choices 
for Student Government 
president.
Chavez’s platform in-
cludes a proposal to build 
a relationship between the 
student body and Iowa Leg-
islature, the ones who hold 
power to fund or not fund 
public universities.
Chavez said if there was 
more of a working relation-
ship between the two enti-
ties, Iowa State may have 
seen a less drastic or non-
existent funding cut to public 
universities.
Chavez also sees the re-
cent vote to eliminate col-
lective bargaining for public 
employees in the state as an 
opportunity to lower fund-
ing.
“Traditionally, colleges 
haven’t had their tuitions 
lowered, but it’s possible,” 
Chavez said.
Chavez said that by giving 
students who are involved in 
certain organizations triple 
representation, it marginal-
izes students who might be 
less involved.
Students who wish to 
vote for who they want to 
be the next president and 
vice president of the student 
body, along with senator 
representatives, can vote on 
March 7 and 8.
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Iowa knows better than per-
haps any other state in the union 
the tendency of politicians to talk 
about one of the most pressing 
issues — immigration — just once 
every four years. Then the issue 
fades away, with little meaning-
ful action taken, until the next 
election. 
In the meantime, our outdated 
immigration system hampers our 
nation’s economic opportunity, 
preventing Iowa businesses from 
reaching their full potential.
To draw attention to the eco-
nomic benefits immigrants 
provide, the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce is joining the New 
American Economy (NAE) and 
thousands of business and com-
munity leaders across the coun-
try. Armed with critical data to 
support our cause, we are making 
a case for common-sense immi-
gration reform.
Iowa is home to more than 
150,000 immigrants, a popula-
tion more than twice the size of 
the city of Ames. In our congres-
sional district alone, immigrants 
paid $205.4 million in state and 
local taxes in 2014. Of that, over 
$135.1 million went to manda-
tory spending programs such as 
Social Security and Medicare. 
Statewide, immigrants have $3 
billion in spending power. These 
financial resources are reinvested 
into our communities, our small 
businesses, our schools and our 
public infrastructure. Additional 
revenue is not the only reason 
immigration reform is necessary 
and right for Iowa.
The single biggest issue for our 
employers is workforce avail-
ability and finding a steady, reli-
able source of employees to fill 
the growing need for qualified 
labor across all sectors of Iowa’s 
economy. This is especially true 
in science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) fields. In 
2014 alone, 32,697 STEM jobs 
were advertised online in Iowa. 
At that time, there were only 628 
unemployed STEM workers to 
fill the positions. This translates 
to a staggering 52-to-1 employ-
ment gap.
At that time, students on tem-
porary visas made up roughly one 
out of every four students earning 
a STEM master’s degree at an 
Iowa university, and 48.6 percent 
of students earning a Ph.D.-level 
degree in STEM. 
The bad news? Even after re-
ceiving their degree, many of 
these promising students struggle 
or are unable to remain in the 
country after graduation. In 2014, 
Iowa State University had 4,802 
foreign-born students, 58.2 per-
cent of whom were enrolled in a 
STEM field. Unfortunately, due 
largely to outdated immigration 
policies, only 28.9 percent of these 
highly-skilled students were able 
to stay in Ames and Story County 
upon graduation.
Our antiquated immigration 
system makes it difficult for STEM 
employers to sponsor the high-
skilled workers they need to fill 
key positions. 
This is problematic as it slows 
business growth and expansion, 
and limits the employment op-
portunities firms can provide for 
foreign and U.S.-born workers 
alike.
What is especially troubling 
is that STEM fields continue to 
expand at a record pace and are 
helping the economy grow by 
continually adding promising 
job opportunities to the market. 
NAE estimates that there will be 
800,000 new STEM jobs created 
nationwide by 2024. These are 
lucrative careers in innovative 
fields, and attracting an educated 
workforce to fill these positions 
will allow us to capitalize on this 
growth and seize this opportunity.
If Iowa truly wants to reach its 
economic potential, we must be 
able to recruit, and more impor-
tantly, retain the workforce our 
local employers need. 
We must stop allowing bright, 
highly trained individuals, edu-
cated at American institutions of 
higher education, to go out into 
the world and compete against 
us, rather than working with us.
The longer we allow our current 
immigration system to remain 
unchanged, the easier we make 
it for competing nations to at-
tain the highly-skilled and tal-
ented individuals we are denying. 
That is why the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce stands with the New 
American Economy in strongly 
encouraging our elected officials 
to implement a responsible, pro-
growth immigration reform that 
will allow us to retain the best and 
brightest and give our employers 
the help they need.
In the United States, one of the most beguiling aspects of our president’s rhetoric has been his 
positive portrayal of Russian presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. 
Originally, this stance shocked both 
Republicans and Democrats alike, 
purely for the sake of how unortho-
dox it was. 
Narratives quickly developed, ac-
cusing the Trump administration of 
collusion with the Kremlin. Revela-
tions regarding Mike Flynn’s contact 
with Russian officials have validated 
some of this but much still remains 
up in the air.
One thing that hasn’t been ques-
tioned as heavily is the Russian me-
dia’s treatment of Trump. Nationalist 
factions of Russia have accused the 
media of obsession with him as both 
president and candidate. On average 
throughout the month of January, the 
U.S. president was mentioned more 
often than Putin. No event or person 
has been mentioned more on average 
than Putin since 2012.
Now, however, the Kremlin has or-
dered its media outlets to strongly di-
minish coverage of President Trump, 
citing a lack of popularity in coverage 
of Trump. In reality, Russian viewers 
prefer seeing coverage of Trump, 
though much of what they enjoy 
seeing goes against what the Kremlin 
would prefer people to see (such as 
his promises to “drain the swamp” 
— a concept only contingently used 
by Russia when it wants to oust a 
particular oligarch).
This does, however, bring up a 
point as to how Trump has political 
value to Russia. Along with saying 
things the Russian government might 
find counterproductive, many of the 
critiques of the Obama administra-
tion serve a very different purpose 
overseas. His critiques of the current 
state of democracy in the United 
States, our border security and our 
economic strength reinforce the Rus-
sian’s narrative that the United States 
is its failing competitor.
This positive portrayal of Russia 
and worrying view of the United 
States means that the Russian media 
has a plethora of soundbites to draw 
on that advance its agenda. So why 
the shift? 
A moderate reduction in airtime 
for the president wouldn’t be enough 
to assume anything substantial, but, 
over the last week, the top two Rus-
sian media outlets have gone from 
mentioning Trump at least 40 times a 
day to fewer than 10. This is definitely 
not a small adjustment.
Many are citing a recent tweet by 
Trump that was, superficially at least, 
more so directed at former president 
Obama than Russia, in which he ac-
cused the previous administration of 
not being firm enough and pressuring 
Russia to give up the Ukrainian terri-
tory of Crimea. This statement seems 
less likely to have occurred before the 
resignation of Michael Flynn.
No evidence has surfaced to di-
rectly suggest that the president has 
had any undisclosed contact with the 
Kremlin, but clear and un-refuted evi-
dence has surfaced to say that one of 
his cabinet members has had contact 
with Russian officials. Although there 
hasn’t been anything to suggest that 
the president played any part in the 
orchestration of this interaction, the 
New York Times reported that mes-
sages were sent to Flynn laying out 
how sanctions against Russia could 
not be lifted without releasing the 
region of Crimea as an independent 
state.
These sanctions have crippled 
the Russian economy, which relies 
heavily on exporting oil to western 
nations. At some point, the Russians 
will need to decide whether to release 
its hold on Crimea or find a way 
to survive without exporting oil to 
western nations. The document left 
on Flynn’s desk, which has no certain 
connections to the Kremlin, proposes 
that Ukraine could lease Crimea to 
Russia for 50 to 100 years. In return, 
all sanctions would be lifted on Rus-
sian exports.
Trump’s latest statement on Rus-
sia’s occupation of Ukraine, however, 
is a sharp turn from this strategy. 
It’s possible that this was a plan that 
people in Trump’s cabinet looked 
forward to, but now that Flynn’s ties 
with Russia have gone public, it is 
not viewed as politically viable. This 
would explain Flynn’s resignation 
shortly before accusations of lying to 
Vice President Mike Pence were an-
nounced, and why Trump only sug-
gested such an anti-Russian strategy 
after members of his administration 
were investigated for ties with Russia.
It’s also entirely possible that there 
is no unknown tie between the White 
House and the Kremlin, and that both 
Flynn’s connections with the Rus-
sian ambassador and the proposed 
peace agreement between Russia 
and the Ukraine are entirely isolated 
incidents. The only evidence of direct 
contact with any Russian officials says 
that any interactions ceased months 
before the president took office.
Nonetheless, the issue with an at-
tempt to vindicate the White House is 
that it’s known that Flynn discussed 
Russian sanctions with Pence. While 
this does show that decisions of the 
White House were possibly influ-
enced by the Kremlin, no evidence 
suggests intentional collusion or 
continued influence.
Yet another possibility is that some 
form of collusion did take place be-
tween the Kremlin and members of 
the Trump campaign, but interac-
tion ceased months ago. This would 
explain the symbiotic relationship 
between two of the most opposing 
governments in the world, and the 
sudden break. 
Whether anyone in the White 
House knew about Flynn or any 
other relations with Russia, an (in-
formal) opposition to Russia’s desires 
could be a signal to the Kremlin they 
don’t want to play ball anymore, and 
Russia’s subtle response means that 
foreign relations are about to become 
much less predictable.
Since the beginning of President 
Donald Trump’s campaign, one popu-
lar topic among his Democratic critics 
has been his mental health. Does his 
sometimes erratic behavior preclude 
his fitness to lead? Is Trump not “sane?”
Some might answer “yes” to these 
questions out of a genuine dislike for 
the president and his policies. But this 
throws shade on those actually men-
tally ill for the purpose of “diagnosing” 
someone you don’t like, and is not just 
nonsensical — it’s dangerous.
We live in a world where “crazy” 
and “insane” are the words of choice 
to describe a wide range of entities, 
from political figures to awards show 
decisions and beyond. Our ingrained 
ableism seemingly allows us to use 
words associated with mental illness to 
express frustration or anger in a wide 
range of situations. But it also makes us 
think we can assume the position of a 
psychiatrist.
It’s really easy to call someone men-
tally ill, and even easier if you’ve taken 
an abnormal psychology class and know 
the lingo to sound convincing. If you’re 
one of the 35 mental health profession-
als who co-signed a Feb. 13 letter to the 
New York Times expressing concern 
about Trump’s mental health, people 
might even believe you.
But still, none of those 35 individu-
als are Trump’s psychiatrist. None of 
them know him, have evaluated him or 
have likely interacted with him beyond 
watching him on television. Yet some-
how these people diagnosed him from 
afar as “incapable of serving safely as 
president.” They say that mental health 
organizations have not spoken up about 
their purported concerns due to “a 
self-imposed dictum about evaluating 
public figures.”
Maybe these organizations have yet 
to speak up because they know that 
armchair diagnoses have no merit; that 
only someone’s personal doctor can 
make official mental health diagnoses. 
Maybe it’s because they are true “mental 
health professionals” who choose not 
to meddle in others’ affairs unless that 
person specifically comes to them as a 
patient.
Unfortunately, attitudes like the one 
expressed in this letter have made it to 
Congress, and some Democrats seem all 
too eager to expose Trump’s supposedly 
poor mental health. Sen. Al Franken of 
Minnesota proclaimed in a CNN inter-
view that Republican colleagues have 
come to him concerned about Trump’s 
mental health. 
Really, though, people like Franken 
are actively perpetuating this stigma, 
not combatting it. In being so vocal 
about his concerns, and with the knowl-
edge that he’s not a fan of Trump, it is 
difficult to see what purpose his words 
have. If Trump were mentally ill, would 
he celebrate and then use the diagnosis 
against him? Considering that 1 in 5 
adults deal with mental illness each 
year, it is statistically unlikely we’ve 
never had a mentally ill president be-
fore — would they be exceptions simply 
because they aren’t Trump?
Knowing whether Trump has a men-
tal illness should not be anyone’s con-
cern. Trump’s policies since taking 
office have perpetuated his image as 
a racist, sexist, transphobic, ableist in-
dividual in their own right, and unlike 
mental illnesses, you don’t need to know 
any diagnostic criteria in order to iden-
tify and act upon those observations.
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Instead of dwelling upon the nature of Presi-
dent Trump’s mental faculties, we ought to 
more closely inspect his actual beliefs. 
Debating 
Trump’s  
mental health
unproductiveCourtesy of Wikimedia Commons
Michael Flynn, retired U.S. Army lieutenant general, at a campaign rally for Donald Trump at the Phoenix Convention Center in Phoenix, Arizona. On Feb. 13, 
Flynn stepped down as national security adviser amid allegations of misconduct in his supposed conversations with the Russian administration.
An unusual media presence 
Russia’s coverage 
points to uncertain
foreign relations
By Nolan.Wright
@iowastatedaily.com
Iowa needs pro-growth immigration reform
By the Ames Chamber of  
Commerce
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Iowa State’s young, impactful forward 
was slumping.
Freshman Solomon Young, Iowa State’s 
newly minted starting center, had three 
rebounds and was held scoreless in the 
first half against Texas Tech on Monday 
night. The Cyclones were tied with the Red 
Raiders at 39.
Iowa State coach Steve Prohm ap-
proached Young at halftime to calm the 
freshman, who said he was struggling 
mentally.
“Don’t get frustrated because you’re a 
blue-collar type of dude,” Young said when 
asked what Prohm said to him. “So come 
into the second half and play like you know 
how to play.”
Young responded with six points, five 
rebounds and two steals down the stretch 
— not eye-popping statistics, but enough 
to help the Cyclones prevail in overtime.
Now, as Iowa State (18-9, 10-5 Big 12) 
enters the final three games of the regular 
season in a position to take second place 
in the Big 12, he’ll have to be a force again.
The Cyclones will take on No. 9 Baylor 
(23-5, 10-5 Big 12) — a team with consid-
erable size — at 3 p.m. Saturday at Hilton 
Coliseum. The Bears dominated down low 
in their 65-63 win in Waco, Texas, earlier this 
season, out-rebounding the Cyclones 47-28 
and out-scoring them in the paint 40-24.
But Young played just 12 minutes in that 
game, scoring five points. Since he en-
tered the starting lineup against Oklahoma 
on Feb. 11, he has averaged 28 minutes 
per game while bringing a welcome force 
around the rim.
“Solomon is helping everybody out there,” 
point guard Monte Morris said. “Because 
he’s just a body at the rim that can finish or 
alter plenty of shots. His presence is helping 
everybody on the roster.”
Baylor’s Jonathan Motley, who has put up 
an All-American season, is averaging 16.9 
points and 9.7 rebounds in 30.2 minutes per 
game. He’s shooting 52 percent on the sea-
son, which is more impressive considering 
Motley’s notable mid-range game.
Young will have the big task of trying to 
slow down Motley, who had 13 points and 
12 rebounds against the Cyclones earlier 
this season.
“Hopefully, [Young] wears down Motley 
and cools the big fella,” Morris said. [Young] 
can stretch out the floor against him and 
make some mid-range shots for us... Solo-
mon should be a good key and a big help 
Saturday.”
Iowa State is right in the middle of the 
hunt for second place in the Big 12, which 
makes Saturday’s game all the more inter-
esting. The Cyclones are sitting in a three-
way tie with Baylor and West Virginia, which 
Iowa State plays March 3.
A win against the Bears would give the 
Cyclones a leg up heading into the final two 
games of the season against Oklahoma State 
and the Mountaineers.
But Baylor has won the last two matchups 
at Hilton Coliseum and the last five games 
overall against the Cyclones.
“I’ve been on the end of all of those losses, 
so I’m looking forward to locking in and 
beating those guys,” Morris said. “They 
probably think they’re comfortable coming 
here because they have a lot of wins here 
in the previous years. This year can hope-
fully be different if we come in with a good 
mindset.”
It would have been hard to see Iowa State 
separating itself from the middle of the Big 
12 pack just a month ago, especially after 
losing against an underwhelming Texas 
team on Feb. 7.
Prohm has noticed how far the team has 
gone.
“We’ve come a long ways,” Prohm said. 
“When you look at the second half of the 
season and you go and dissect these games 
prior, and you’re like, ‘Man, we looked bad.’ 
And we did.”
The road to the best of the rest in the con-
ference may end Saturday if the Cyclones 
can’t pull out a win. But if they do emerge 
victorious, that No. 2 seed in the Big 12 
Tournament in just a couple of weeks will 
become clearer.
All they’ve got to do is deal with that pesky 
Baylor size.
“[Baylor is] big,” Young said. “I like play-
ing against bigger dudes because they’re 
slower. I can use my versatility on the court 
and try to get around the big guys.”
Young’s presence crucial against Baylor
By Luke.Manderfeld
@iowastatedaily.com
Jasmine Staebler was a senior at Clayton 
Ridge High School the last time a non-field 
athlete from the Iowa State women’s track 
and field team qualified for the NCAA Indoor 
Track and Field Championship.
The Guttenberg, Iowa, native was estab-
lishing a rare mix of speed and endurance 
that allowed her to compete in races as short 
as 100 meters and as long as 4,000 meters.
She was a nine-time Iowa high school 
state champion, winning two titles in the 200 
meter, three in the 400 meter, three in the 800 
meter and one in the sprint medley.
Since focusing her efforts primarily on 
the 800-meter run upon her arrival at Iowa 
State in 2015, Staebler is now in position to 
become the fifth Iowa State women’s athlete 
in the last three years to qualify for nationals. 
Her 2:03.08 time in the 800 at the Iowa State 
Classic on Feb. 10 not only broke the school 
record but also ranks No. 8 in the country.
The Cyclones have failed to finish inside 
the top half of the conference the past two 
years at the Big 12 Indoor Track and Field 
Championship. They will need Staebler this 
weekend to score key points to help break 
that stretch and cap off a successful season.
She has been a key contributor to Iowa 
State’s rise from No. 88 in the week one U.S. 
Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association poll to No. 29 in the most recently 
released poll on Feb. 20.
And she is one of two athletes on the 
roster who has a top-two mark in the Big 12 
in their respective event. The other is junior 
Jhoanmy Luque, who has the second best 
marks in the conference for the long jump 
and triple jump.
Staebler has followed a simple approach to 
a not so simple road to success throughout 
her collegiate career.
As a freshman, she recorded personal 
records in each of her first three 800-meter 
races, prompting her coach, Andrea Grove-
McDonough, to have a little fun on social 
media while pretending to be Staebler.
“Hello world ... My name is Jasmine Stae-
bler and I am the #1 ranked freshman in the 
NCAA for 800m,” Grove-McDonough posted 
on Instagram. “My PR in high school was 
2:11.21. In my 1st college race I ran 2:10.19!! 
Then I ran 2:09.39 & I was so excited! Yester-
day I ran 2:06.14. College track isn’t so hard.”
This season, Staebler has picked up where 
she left off, running a personal-best 2:04.81 
in the 800 at the PSU National on Jan. 28 
and breaking the school record at the Iowa 
State Classic.
“After watching the way she ran that 
[2:04.81], it wasn’t a very fast race, especially 
in that third lap they really slowed down a 
lot and she just closed 
really hard,” Grove-Mc-
Donough said. “It was 
her second fastest 200 
of the four. That’s an un-
usual way to run the 800, 
and it was so effortless. 
... So I knew the second 
800, even with the same 
effort, would be better. I 
wasn’t surprised at all.”
Staebler’s race-day 
routine is simple. It in-
cludes a workout, stay-
ing relaxed and not fo-
cusing too much on her 
upcoming race.
The approach she 
takes this  weekend 
won’t be any different.
“I’m just going to take 
it step by step because 
there are prelims and 
finals with the 800,” Staebler said. “I’m just 
going to race Friday night. The first step is 
to make the final, and then once I get in the 
final, anything can happen from there.”
Staebler shocked just about everyone ex-
cept her coach when she ran a 2:03.08 in the 
800 at the Iowa State Classic.
Now, she’s not sure whether she’s reached 
her peak this season.
“I don’t know, honestly,” Staebler said. “I 
thought once I ran 2:04, I thought that was 
pretty tough and I didn’t know if I’d be able 
to go faster. At the Classic, I was able to go 
faster, but that was really hard. So I guess I 
don’t know. Maybe I do have more left.”
Staebler helps guide surge in 
rankings heading into Big 12s
Lani Tons/Iowa State Daily
Iowa State women’s distance runner Jasmine Staebler runs a personal record in the 800-meter run at the Iowa 
State Classic on Feb. 13, 2016. Staebler broke the school record in the event at this year’s meet two weeks ago. 
Ryan Young/Iowa State Daily
Solomon Young swings the ball while Kansas State’s D.J. Johnson guards him at Bramlage Coliseum in Manhattan, Kansas, on February 15, 2017.
No. 9 Baylor vs. Iowa State
Hilton Coliseum | Ames
3 p.m. | Saturday
Watch: ESPN
Championship season has arrived for 
the indoor half of the men’s track and 
field season. The Big 12 Championship is 
the final obstacle and last opportunity to 
compete at nationals. Iowa State will host 
the championship this weekend.
After hosting the Iowa State Classic 
two weekends ago, the Lied Recreation 
Center will once again showcase some 
of the nation’s best talent. As of Feb. 
20, the U.S. Track and 
Field Cross Country 
Coaches Association 
has four Big 12 teams 
ranked in the top 25, 
including No. 6 Kan-
sas, No. 14 Texas, No. 
16 Texas Tech and No. 
20 Oklahoma State.
The Cyclones have 
been making noise 
of their own on the 
national level,  pre-
d o m i n a n t l y  i n  t h e 
400-meter relay. Ben 
Kelly is part of that 
relay team, often run-
ning the second leg 
of the race and taking 
the baton from Eric 
Fogltanz.
“ I t  f e e l s  p r e t t y 
good,” Kelly said. “To 
be honest it doesn’t feel like we haven’t 
accomplished much yet though.”
Last weekend, they not only broke the 
school record but also moved into the top 
10 nationally, running a time of 3:05.61.
“We have higher goals than breaking 
school records,” Kelly said. “Our work is 
not done.”
Currently, the Cyclones sit inside the 
top-five timewise for the relay in the 
conference, a minimum requirement to 
making nationals. 
The most foolproof way of qualifying 
for nationals would be to win this week-
end’s meet.
The Big 12 is known for its speed and 
will be the stiffest competition the relay 
team will face this season. Texas ran 
the fastest time in the conference with 
3:04.95, the fourth fastest in the nation.
“I feel like it will be easier for us,” 
Kelly said. “We tend to run better against 
tougher competition.”
Kelly also believes there is an advan-
tage for the Cyclones due to being on 
their home track, which is oversized. 
An average indoor track is 200 meters, 
whereas Lied’s track is 300 meters, which 
affects strategy and speed.
If the Cyclones hold their position this 
weekend, they have a potential to receive 
a nationals bid. The championship will 
also foreshadow the performance of the 
nationals 400-meter relay.
The athletes in the senior class will run 
in front of their home crowd for the last 
time in their career. For many, it may be 
their last indoor meet of their collegiate 
career.
Derek Jones is one of those seniors. He 
will be competing in the 600-yard run this 
weekend, an event that he hasn’t run in 
all season.
“I’ve got to PR in the 600-yard,” Jones 
said. “It’s definitely my best indoor race.”
Jones has competed in the 600-yard 
run in past years, mostly only in the Big 
12 Championship.
Although there isn’t a 600-meter or 
yard event at nationals, competing this 
weekend will keep him in shape and 
ready to go if called upon.
“There’s a good chance I’ll be an alter-
nate in the 400-meter relay at nationals,” 
Jones said. “Just being able to be there 
among some of the best athletes will 
hopefully motivate me enough to make 
it to nationals for outdoor.”
The past two seasons, Jones has com-
peted in the 600-yard run at the Big 12 
Championships in addition to being on 
the 400-relay team last season. His cur-
rent personal record for the 600-yard is 
1:11.14, which he ran in 2014.
“I just want to exceed expectations,” 
Jones said. “It’s unbelievable that this will 
be the end of my indoor career already.”
Iowa State seeks nationals 
bid at Big 12 Championship
By Mike.Burvee
@iowastatedaily.com
By Kyle.Heim
@iowastatedaily.com
Mike Burvee/Iowa State Daily
Derek Jones and Will Seeser compete in the 400-meter relay with David Eldridge and Kyle Werning at the 
Iowa State Classic on Feb. 11 at Lied Recreation Athletic Center. They won their section.
Big 12 Championship
Who:
 Baylor, Iowa State, Kansas, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma, Okla-
homa State, TCU, Texas, Texas 
Tech and WVU (women)
When: 
10 a.m. Friday and 11 a.m. 
Saturday
Where:
 Lied Recreation Center
COMMUNITY (C) - 7
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Watch students compete in Spring Break travel and geography. 
The winning trivia contestant will WIN A SPRING BREAK PACKAGE!
February 28th at the Iowa State Daily
WATCH LIVE on Facebook at 7 p.m. 
Register to be chosen by submitting a form that can 
be found on the Daily’s Facebook and Twitter.
Contestants chosen will be notified Feb 27th.
Registration due by February 24th
SPRING BREAK
515-292-5050
www.uniqueames.com
2110 Cottonwood Rd. 
Pet friendly
Free parking w/ Garages Avaliable
Wine fridge
Washer/dryer
Granite counter tops
Stainless appliances
55” Mounted Smart-TV
All utilities paid except Electric
Free gym membership to AR&FC
All From $575/Bedroom!
AURORA HEIGHTS
Brand New Spacious Affordable Luxury
1 & 2 Bedroom Units Across from ISU 
Research Park
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The Campustown Action 
Association (CAA) is hold-
ing public meetings this 
week on a proposal to add a 
special tax district covering 
businesses in the area.
The proposal is to create 
a Self-Supported Munici-
pal Improvement District, 
or SSMID, that encompass-
es the entire Campustown 
area. SSMIDs are used by 
local governments in Iowa 
to raise taxes on business-
es and property owners 
within the area to fund 
improvements within the 
district’s boundaries.
CAA Executive Direc-
tor Karin Chitty said the 
proposed purpose of the 
SSMID is  to fund more 
frequent snow and ice re-
moval, trash and litter pick-
ups and add beautification 
elements on streets in the 
area. She said her group 
is open to adding other 
priorities to the SSMID, 
like directional signs to-
ward businesses or power-
washing sidewalks.
Chitty also said if the 
district is approved, her 
group would have enough 
funding to market the en-
tire Campustown area as 
a whole.
Currently, the proposal 
would add a surcharge of 
$2 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value for every 
building in the district, but 
Chitty said that number 
could change after meet-
ings with property owners 
and businesses.
One of the top reasons 
the SSMID is being pro-
posed now, Chitty said, is 
due to frustration with the 
area’s reputation for being 
dirty. She said efforts to 
clean up the area haven’t 
been as effective as she 
hoped.
“We have our programs 
to try and clean things up, 
and it stays clean for maybe 
a day, but then we have 
another Friday night or 
Saturday night,” she said.
Chitty said the group 
will continue to speak with 
business owners until it 
feels confident it can gather 
enough signatures on a 
petition asking to form the 
district, which requires ap-
proval by the Ames City 
Council.
After a several-month in-
vestigation into Iowa State 
University President Steven 
Leath’s use of university air-
craft, the Iowa Division of 
Criminal Investigation has 
found no evidence of Leath 
committing any crime.
According to Story County 
Attorney Jessica Reynolds, 
the DCI approached her 
office earlier this month 
stating that the matter was 
closed.
Leath has continued to 
make headlines within the 
past six months over an in-
cident involving a hard land-
ing of a university aircraft he 
was piloting in Blooming-
ton, Illinois, last year, result-
ing in more than $14,000 in 
damage.
Since then, Leath has 
been under scrutiny for sev-
eral questionable uses of 
university aircraft.
In a statement released 
Wednesday, officials with 
the DCI said they began their 
investigation in December. 
The state agency handled 
the investigation at the re-
quest of the Iowa State De-
partment of Public Safety, 
which deferred to the DCI to 
avoid any conflict of interest, 
the statement read.
The statement indicated 
that investigators with the 
DCI “interviewed many dif-
ferent people and analyzed 
several pieces of information 
and records” before issuing 
its findings to Reynolds’ of-
fice.
According to an audit con-
ducted late last year, four 
of Leath’s flights were used 
for a mix of personal and 
university business pursuits 
between 2015 and 2016.
On one of those flights, 
Leath was scheduled to 
travel to North Carolina last 
August to meet with a poten-
tial donor to the Iowa State 
Research Park. Auditors 
found the donor canceled 
the meeting with Leath, but 
Leath remained in the state 
for a few days.
For those four flights, 
Leath reimbursed the uni-
versity at $125 per flight 
hour. However, the audit 
estimated the cost of those 
flights to be around $265 
per hour. The audit recom-
mends the regents bill Leath 
accordingly.
The audit also states the 
landing Leath’s pilots took in 
Elmira, New York, after leav-
ing an NCAA tournament 
game in New York City in 
March 2014 was not neces-
sary except for picking up 
and dropping off passen-
gers, which included Leath’s 
brother and sister-in-law.
Auditors also noted that 
Leath used university re-
sources to fly to Rochester, 
Minnesota, three times be-
tween May 2013 and August 
2016 for medical appoint-
ments at the Mayo Clinic. 
No evidence Leath committed crime 
Proposal for Campustown tax
Alec Giljohann/Iowa State Daily
Iowa State President Steven Leath addresses the Student Government over concerns regarding his use of a university-owned aircraft on Oct. 5, 2016.
By Dan Mika
Staff writer, Ames Tribue
IDCI: Use of 
university-owned 
aircraft legal
Chris Anderson/Iowa State Daily
The Campustown Action Association (CAA) is hosting public meetings this week on a proposal to add a week 
on a proposal to add a special tax district covering businesses in the area.
An Iowa State agronomist is warning 
farmers to watch for increased cases 
of corn mold in their storage bins this 
spring.
Charles Hurburgh, an Iowa State 
professor and head of the Iowa Grain 
Quality Initiative, said the fall of 2016 
was unusually humid and has created 
an ideal situation for mold spores to 
grow in storage bins and outside piles.
Hurburgh estimates between 5 per-
cent and 8 percent of kernels com-
ing out of storage bins in the coming 
months could have various forms of 
mold due to the loss of storage life.
According to weather history site 
Weather Underground, the average 
dew points in Ames from September, 
October and November were 61, 50 and 
37 degrees, respectively. 
The ideal dew points for grain storage 
in September and October is below 45 
degrees and in the 30s in November, 
Humburgh said.
“What it meant was, we didn’t have 
proper air that was conducive to cool-
ing the grain,” he said. “If that happens, 
grain stays warm.”
The combination of moisture, warmth 
and long storage time is what acceler-
ates mold growth. Hurburgh likened 
the process of the corn molding to a 
carton of milk, where time is a factor in 
its turning sour.
“There’s a shelf life date on the top 
of the carton of milk, and that assumes 
the milk is going to be stored at 35 to 
37 degrees,” he said. “If it’s not always 
in that refrigerator at that temperature, 
then that date becomes quite shorter.”
Hurburgh said these mold spores 
don’t pose a health threat to humans 
or animals, as any corn kernels that are 
old and infected enough to create toxins 
harmful to people or livestock would be 
discarded before being processed for 
food or animal feed.
The larger threat is to ethanol produc-
ers, which are the biggest consumers of 
Iowa corn. The mold and fungi on in-
fected corn can produce lactic acids that 
interfere with the fermentation process. 
That disruption, Hurburgh said, could 
bite into producer’s bottom lines over 
time.
“When you’re making 100 million gal-
lons a year, a 10th of a gallon per bushel 
is a big number at the end of the year,” 
he said. “I think it’s more of a margin 
issue where their profit margins will 
shrink a little bit and become an eco-
nomic issue for them.”
Hurburgh said it’s unlikely losses in 
yield would have an effect on fuel prices 
unless the mold situation becomes 
more dire than he expects.
Hurburgh said farmers should check 
temperatures in their grain bins more 
frequently than the usual two to three 
weeks for temperature spikes as small 
as 2 to 3 degrees. 
He said even small changes in tem-
perature during cold weather is  an 
indicator of mold activity, which gener-
ates heat.
Hurburgh said either running fans 
within the bins, or moving the grain to 
market, will aerate the grain and help 
keep it from spoiling.
But farmers will have to continue to 
watch their grain, especially in bins 
containing carryover from last year’s 
record-breaking crop yield, Hurburgh 
said.
“We’re in a long-term storage situ-
ation where four or five years ago, we 
were using all the grain we grew,” Hur-
burgh said. 
“We know now we’re going to have to 
store grain for a while.”
By Grayson Schmidt,
Staff writer, Ames Tribune
Iowa farmers warned 
to watch for corn mold
By Dan Mika
Staff writer, Ames Tribune
ISU professor said fall 2016 
unusually humid, creates 
ideal mold situation
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, 
CALL (515) 276-6122
AmplifyYourLife.com 
TRUSTED BY IOWANS FOR 70 YEARS
For 70 years, Woodard Hearing 
Centers have treated hearing loss 
by developing comprehensive 
hearing treatment plans to help 
patients bring back the sounds 
they miss most. 
 
Woodard Hearing Centers,
where more central-Iowans 
have trusted their hearing to 
than anywhere else.  
Don’t wait. Schedule a 
hearing exam today!
Adel | Chariton | Des Moines Metro 
Greenﬁ eld | Grinnell | Guthrie Center 
Indianola | Knoxville | Perry | Winterset
HEAR LIFE
TO ITS FULLEST WITH WOODARD HEARING
Effective hearing loss treatment requires more 
than offering a great product – it’s a process. 
OWNER OPERATORS WANTED
$5,000 SIGN ON BONUS!
ZERO DOWN LEASE PURCHASE PROGRAM
CALL 866-329-6076  |  www.Drive4Red.com
www.1866GetAPro.com
CALL NOW 1-800-320-3984
CRP SEED BUYING TIPS
LONG TERM
800-582-2788  or  641-766-6790
Fax: 641-766-6795
john@prairieseedfarms.com
www.prairieseedfarms.com
Always buy your CRP seed from
Professional Seedsmen -
supplier of excellent quality seed.
37 
Years in 
Businessthe prairie experts
11009 542nd Street     Lucas, IA 50151
We Accept:
Check, MasterCard, Visa, Discover & Bank Letter of Credit
How You Can Avoid
7 Costly Mistakes if
Hurt at Work
Each year thousands of Iowans are hurt 
at work, but many fail to learn the Injured 
Workers Bill of Rights which includes: 
1. Payment of Mileage at $.54 per mile 
2. Money for Permanent Disability 
3. 2nd Medical Opinion in Admitted 
Claims. . . . A Bold New Book reveals 
your other rights, exposes insurance company secrets and much 
more. The book is being offered to you at no cost because since 
1997, Iowa Work Injury Attorney Corey Walker has seen the 
consequences of client’s costly mistakes. If you or a loved one have 
been hurt at work and do not have an attorney claim your copy 
(while supplies last) Call Now (800)-707-2552, ext. 311 (24 Hour 
Recording) or go to www.IowaWorkInjury.com.  Guarantee- 
Corey stands behind his book and if you do not learn at least one 
thing call us and we will donate $1,000 to your charity of choice.
BUCK
LUNCH5$
SAVE $1
ON THE PURCHASE 
OF A BLIZZARD*
(small, medium or large)
SAVE $1
ON ANY 
SPECAL COMBO
Coupon Expires 5/31/17
Limit 1 Coupon per order per visit. 
Not valid on $5 lunch
Please present this coupon before ordering. 
Redeemable only on items selling at regular price. This 
coupon not redeemable with any other coupon offer and 
is valid only at partcipating Dairy Queen® Stores
Coupon Expires 5/31/17
Limit 1 Coupon per order per visit. 
Please present this coupon before ordering. 
Redeemable only on items selling at regular price. This coupon not re-
deemable with any other coupon offer and is valid only at partcipating 
Dairy Queen® Stores
AMES  ●  BOONE  ●  STORY CITY
EVERYDAY 11–4
4 DAY BRANSON SPRING MADNESS
Departures from:
Bus 1 - Sioux City, Onawa, Mo. Valley, Co. Blus
Bus 2 - Pella, Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, Bloomeld
Bus 3 - Denison, Harlan, Avoca, Atlantic
Bus 4 - Des Moines, Osceola, Lamoni
1-800-488-2114 www.elitetours.us
INCLUDES: 3 Nights Lodging, 3 meals, 5 shows  
Clay Cooper • Soul Brothers • Haygoods Family Show • Acrobats of China 
Legends in Concert • College of the Ozarks Tour • Historic Homestead Tour
Also includes motorcoach & tour coordinatorWashington D.C. & Gettysburg
INCLUDES: 8 nights lodging, 10 meals, Professional Tour Coordinator, 
roundtrip motorcoach transportation and all admissions
9 Day
JULY 14-22
Bus Departs July 14 from
Cedar Falls, Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, Coralville, Burlington
1-800-488-2114                   www.elitetours.us
$79900DO
Tour also includes all major monuments and memorials, 
Smithsonian Museum, the National Archives, Arlington 
National Cemetery, Library of Congress and more!
March 20-23, 2017
$299P.P.D.O.
$399 Single
call: (515)-233-2263
painreliefiowa.com
For Best Chiropractor
Six Years in a Row!
STUDENT CHOICE
text: (515)-512-5455
PAIN RELIEF CENTER
108 Hayward Ave
515-292-8414
www.birthright.org
birthrightames@gmail.com
Get the information you need to make an informed decision.
IRTHRIGHT
of Ames, Inc.
Birthright is a 
non-judgmental and 
supportive atmosphere
 for women and 
expectant mothers.
- Free pregnancy testing
- 24 hour toll-free hotline
- Maternity and Infant  
Clothing Items
- Community referrals for: 
medical, legal, 
financial, and housing 
assistance
- Materials and referrals on         
adoption services
Birthright Provides:
Find Birthright of 
Ames on Facebook
Jackson Cleaning Service
Call us at 231-3649
•Residential Cleaning
•Getting Your Home
Ready For the Market
•Windows
•Deep Cleaning
• Sorority& Fraternity
References • Insured & Bonded • 27 Years Experience • Gift Cards Available
• RENTALS: 
Guaranteed Your Rental
Deposit Back!
 Taxicab driver for Yellow 
Cab Company, set your own 
hours, earn up to $200/day,  
Call  515-256-4508, or apply 
online at Yellowcab.cab 
(INCN) 
 Class A CDL Drivers/Tankers. 
Great Pay, Home Weekends, 
and Bene ts! Potential of 
$60,000 plus per year! Con-
tact Tony 608-935-0915 Ext 
16 www.qlf.com (INCN) 
 Motor Coach Operator,  A 
or B CDL with passenger-
airbrake endorsement, Home 
daily- Full or Part time, com-
petitive pay and bene ts, 
call Randy 515-244-4919 or 
www.transiowa.com/join.
php (INCN) 
 Wynne Transport Service 
seeking Local/Regional 
Des Moines Area drivers. 
Day & night shifts available. 
$2000 Sign-On Bonus. Class 
Friday, February 24, 20178 NEWS
support group for drug ad-
dicts, which Cooley said was 
the first thing that actually 
started to work for him be-
cause he was with like-mind-
ed individuals.
“That was the only couch 
I had left to sleep on, so I 
changed because I had to,” 
Cooley said. “Not necessarily 
because I wanted to.”
In his recovery, Cooley has 
taken up odd jobs and start-
ed to educate himself about 
business management. He 
“went with the fl ow” of what-
ever came his way, ranging 
from email marketing for a 
friend to tattooing out of his 
apartment.
Whenever Cooley had 
downtime, he started to be-
gin to draw again. Eventually 
he moved back to New York 
City and began to graffi ti the 
whole city with a picture of 
a man with a moustache. 
He put his art on Instagram, 
leading to his fi rst commis-
sioned work for $600.
His hobby eventually 
turned into a career, and he 
is now a professional artist 
and speaks about the im-
portance of being positive 
and working hard for one’s 
passions.
Today, his paintings rival 
those of well-known artists 
such as Banksy, selling for 
thousands of dollars.
 “I’m not where I’ll be yet, 
but I’m here,” Cooley said. 
“I have an incredible life. It’s 
crazy. If I died right now, I 
would be so happy.”
ARTIST p4
